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Abstract

Bahrain and the Local and International Forces during
the16th Century

Bahrain's strategic location in the Arab Gulf and its political, commercial
and economic importance have humerous regional and international forces to
compete among themselves to take hold of it. they, therefore, were involved
in struggles with its people. according to the French Jan Jack Beazley,
conquerors wanted to take hold of this country thousands of years ago. this
paper is to uncover the competition between the regional and international
forces during the 16™ century to overcome Bahrain. These forces are foreign
ones, such as Portuguese, Ottomans, Persians and Hermezies. the
importance of the paper and the studies that deal with Bahrain's history at
that early stage of modern age come from the attempt to discover a generally
ambiguous part of Bahrain's history because there are few written works on
it, especially on the society, political regime and its resistances to the
invaders.

Most of these few works was written by the Portuguese who did not try to
be objective in writing Bahrain's history. they mainly documented certain
military actions which in their viewpoints, were important. they also gave
information on Bahrain's pearls, for Bahrain is considered the most abundant
gulf country in producing pearls. The British did not wrote any information
about Bahrain till 1625.

The paper deals first with the Portuguese presence in the Arab Gulf, the
nature of its bases and its motives. then it studies numerous aspects which
can be categorized under the title of the paper as follow: the Portuguese
resistance to the Memluks' marines and their victory, and the Portuguese
competition with the Ottomans to control the Red Sea and the Arab Guif
which resulted in their success in the first years of the 16" century to control
over the Arab Gulf after their victory over the ruler of Hermiz in 1507. As a
result, Bahrain yielded to them because it used to yield to Hermiz. After a
number of political and military struggles with Hermiz, the Safawis and the
Bahrainis, they were able to overcome Bahrain in 1521. The Portuguese,
however, did not govern Bahrain directly. They kept its local rulers.

The paper also deals with the relations between Hermiz during the
Portuguese control, and the relations between the Ottomans and Bahrain and
their struggle with the Portuguese to overcome it. The Bahrain resistance to
the foreign Portuguese existence is also tackled. it succeeded, with the aid of
the Persians, to drive out the Portuguese invaders from Bahrain in 1602
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