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SUMMARY

Ways and Means of Catching Fish - In the Eastern Province - Saudi Arabia

By : Dr. Ahmed R. Shaqulia
King Abdul Aziz Univ:, Faculty of Education, Mecca

~ In this paper an account is given of the different types and methods of
catching fish in this Province. These methods are adapted to the Kinds of
fish as well as to the availability of the raw materials from which they are
made. Most of the methods have been in use for decades and could be
regarded as traditional.- They include: nets hook-lines, lobster pots, the
‘hadra’, the ‘derbah’, the ‘hiniah’, and boats.

Several points have been revealed by this study:-

1 _ The raw materials used for making these items are readily available,

either from local sources or through import.
2 __Both as regards number and variety, these methods are suitable for

fishing in local waters and are in line with the cultural level of the

fishermen.
3 _A strong local demand exists for the gadgets turned out by the

workshops which are encouraged and subsidized by the Saudi

government,
4 _On the other hand the native industry faces strong competition from
imported implements and are turning to other occupations which are

more lucrative and secure.
5 __The increasing imports of canned and frozen fish and meat have led to
the decline.of the fishing and allied industries.

These proposals are put forward with a view to reviving and
developing these industries: :
1, Go_vcrnment support, financial and otherwise, should be increased. '
2 _ New techniques should be introduced to meet the requirements of

modern fishing.
3 _ Imports of fishing tackie and fish should be limited in order to give an

impetus to local industries.
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Dr. Ahmed R. Shakalia
Geography Department
University of King Abdulaziz
_ MECCA __
BAHRAIN ISLANDS
(Land Use Survey)

1 __Bahrain is one of the ten Arab Gulf states. It is an archipelago
comprising 33 islands: its total area is 661.5 sq. kms., and it has a
population of about 225,000. It has been a member of the Arab League
and of the United Nations since 1971. _

2 _Itis one of the developing Arab oil states. A study has been made of the
use of its land as a whole, and parts thereof. This study stresses the fact
that there are six types of economicland use, and one of wasteland. The
six are; pasture and game, agriculture, fishing (land and water),
military purposes, mining and industry, and settlement.

3 Lands of economic use are divided between the three main islands:
Manama, Muharraq and Sitra. The area of each type, its economic
contribution and the number of people employed in it, however, vary
from one island to another. The lands of the other islands (the thirty)
are neglected and nearly all wasteland.

4 __There is constant fluctuation in the areas of lands in each type. Some
are constantly increasing at the expense of others: lands used for
military purposes, for mining and industry, and for construction are
increasing while agricultural land andWasteland is decreasing. Pasture
and game land, however, as well as fishing land and water is almost
static. '

5 __The distribution of land between the various uses has come about as a
result of the wishes of the inhabitants, with the exception of a few cases
of Government intervention in small areas of land used for mining,
industry and agriculture, as well as in wasteland. This is due to the fact
that Bahrain is a free capitalist country.

6 _ The following table lists the types of land use; it gives the area of each
type, the number of people employed in it and its share in the national
income of 1975.

Type of land use Area Number employed
(in sq. kms.)
1 __Pasture and game, Wastingland 351 28
2 __Agriculture
Fishing (Land and water) 99 2700
3 _Mining and industry 94,5 32000
4 _ Military purposes 27 29
5 — Construction 90 12404
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